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the date of Strabo's description in the history
of St. Paul's voyages, as the harbour at which
the ship he sailed in was to unlade her
burden ; and even at that early period of the
faith, he found disciples there with whom he
tarried seven days. * Its inhabitants soon after
became zealous Christians, and it was made the
first archbishopric under the patriarchate of
Jerusalem, t
Its conquest, by Salah-el-deen, in the year of
the Hejira 583, or A. D. 1168, and its evacua-
tion by the Count of Tyre, who fled to Tripoly
and perished there, is to be found in the Arabian
historians of these times, t
It was not long after visited by the Jewish
Rabbi, Benjamin of Tudela, who describes it as
a large city, having an excellent port, which was
guarded by a large chain going from one side
of the entrance to another. This traveller, who
had already seen some of the finest commercial
cities of Europe, thought that Tyre was at that
period without an equal in the world. It was
then celebrated for a peculiar manufacture of
fine glass, and far excellent sugar, as well as for
* Acts of the Apostles, c. xxi. v. 3.
f Pocockes Descr. of the Bast, v. ii. part L p. 85.
J See " Extraits Historiques, relatifs au Temps de Croi&adeC
in " Les Mines deTOrient," torn. in. p* 70.